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Happy New Year and here’s to a new start and attempt at working the Legislative 

program!  I was disappointed in the very poor number of mid-year reports I 

received.  Hopefully there are more members involved in the legislation aimed at 

the needs of our veterans and military.  Just one voice can make a difference with 

your legislators’ choice on the issues.  You can make an impact!  With your mid-

year reports, the Divisional and National Chairmen are able to submit an accurate 

accounting of what our units are actually doing for our Veterans in the Legislative 

program.  This information is VITAL for the National Commander when he 

testifies in front of Congress during the Winter Conference for what is known as 

“Capitol Hill Day”.  Yours truly is very excited to be invited as your Department 

Legislative Chairman.   

First, members need to know the ISSUES.  Then we need to know how TAL views 

the ISSUES and follow their lead.  Hopefully the TAL’s Legislative Agenda will 

be available soon but in the mean time I would like to inform you of this recent 

concern which could be affecting many of my Auxiliary members. 

Advocating for our Veterans and their Families is what TAL is all about.  The most 

recent push for change includes contacting our elected officials by writing, calling, 

or emailing to eliminate the Retiree Spousal Benefit and Indemnity Compensation 

offset, (HR553;S622).  Auxiliary and Legionnaires alike have been front and 

center on the forefront of eliminating what is commonly known as the “Widows 

Tax”. 

This program needs constant monitoring.  Do you have a concise and to the point 

speech when on the phone, or when emailing, have a plan for addressing the topics.  

Your hours will add up and show Congress the American Legion Family cares 

about those that have defended our freedoms!  Let’s do our part.  If you have 

questions, please email me and HAPPY NEW YEAR again. 
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