
                        

 

Char Kiesling, Department Legislative Chairman 
Email: char.kiesling@gmail.com 

 

Hello to my legislative unit chairmen and members interested in supporting our Legion’s Agenda 

on our Veteran’s needed legislation.  As you probably are aware, your department officers and 

program chairmen will remain in place through 2021 so you will be hearing from me for another 

year!  It is an honor so; I will be continuing my page every month but apologize for the June edition 

being late this month. The month I would like to enlighten you on how to support our GOLD STAR 

FAMILIES.  I received this from my June Central Division Legislative bulletin and Susan Masten, 

Cent. Div. Legislative Chairman. I am SHARING this with you in hopes you will also SHARE with 

your Unit as their Legislative chairman or as an interested member. 

“Carlene Cross remembers the day her son told her he had reenlisted in the army and was headed 

for the most dangerous place on Earth.  Then, a few months later, she got the worst news and 

became something no parent wants to be:  A Gold Star Mother” 

Since the World War II era, the concept of the Gold Star Mother and Gold Star families has been a 

part of the fabric of our nation.  As the Blue Star signifies a family member serving in the armed 

forces, the Gold Star signifies one who has given his all while serving his country. 

The American Legion is serious about its obligation to our service members and their families and 

wants to ensure that the surviving families receive the highest level of support when faced with 

difficult decisions upon the death of their loved one. 

In many cases the survivors know very little on what’s available.  They feel an estrangement.  Every 

branch of the service should have an effective Gold Star Family program. A coordinator should be 

assigned to help families on all military installations. 

The American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary would like congress to do the following: 

• Support a program within the Dept. of Defense that ensures Gold Star families receive the 

benefits and support they have earned. 

• Bring awareness to the programs that support and honor those who have died in the service 

of their country, as well as their families. 

• Restore base privileges and readmit Gold Star wives and their children back into military 

communities regardless of their future marital status. 

• RESOLUTION No. 14: Establish Gold Star Families Program-Gold Star Family- “an honor 

no one wants.” 

Please write to your Legislators re’ this resolution and please report to me your correspondence 

also. 

IN SERVICE NOT SELF...Char 
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