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PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 

Our first District meeting of this 

membership year was attended by 

enough units that we had a quorum. We 

would like to see more members 

attending and for that, see the 

information on our next district meeting: 

October 25th – Field Trip to Delavan to 

view the Poppy artwork and then lunch 

at Sue’s house! We will meet at 

Greendale Unit 416 at 9:30 and carpool 

down to Delavan. I need to know how 

many will be attending, so that we can 

make sure we have enough vehicles for 

everyone and enough lunch too. Please 

give me a call at 414-379-2943, or email 

me at lauracalteux@yahoo.com to let 

me know who and how many will be 

attending by October 18th. I personally 

can’t wait to see this sculpture; it looks 

awesome in the pictures that I have 

seen. 

Don’t forget that our program chairs will 

be having their articles in the newsletter, 

so that you can get ideas and 

information on the programs for your 

units to use. So happy reading! 

I am still looking to fill some of the spots 

for a program chair. We have a few that 

are open, so if you would like to take on 

one the following, don’t hesitate to give 

me a call: 

Education, Juniors, National Security, 

Leadership, Legislative 



I would like two volunteers to be the 

District Sgt. At Arms. You are 

responsible to bring in the flags during 

the meetings and for coming to 

department convention to bring in the 

flags. It’s not a difficult job, but you do 

need to be able to handle a flag (they’re 

not too heavy!), so let me know.  

Please see the Dates to Remember at 

the end of this newsletter. Attend any of 

the events that you can. The more we 

support the other units in our District, 

the stronger we become. 

The last District meeting of this calendar 

year will be on December 4th at 10 am. 

We are going to celebrate the holidays 

and will let you know where this will be 

held, as we are still working on that. 

If your unit or post has any activities 

happening, please let me know and I will 

put that information in our newsletter. 

Have a scary Halloween and stay safe. 

God Bless America 

Laura Calteux 
 

 

 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President – Laura Calteux 

1St Vice President – Mary Pontzlaff 

2nd Vice President – Pat Griswold 

Chaplain – Sue Middlestead 

Asst. Chaplain – Sandra Kaebisch 

Secretary – Sue Hembrook 

Treasurer – Sue Hembrook 

Historian – Donna Jensen 

Sgt. At Arms –  

Asst. Sgt. At Arms –  

Parliamentarian – Bonnie Jakubczyk 

 

 

 

AMERICANISM 
Bonnie Jakubczyk 

 

This year make sure you take of 

pictures of your Americanism program 

and post them on Facebook. Since 

there are no mid-year reports this year 

Department Chairperson Becky Mueller 

requests that you keep in contact with 

her on what your unit is doing.  N7737 

Miller Road, Black Creek, WI 54106 

clarenceandbecky@aol.com or 920-

464-0320 



This is what the Americanism narrative 

report should include answers to the 

following questions: 

  

• How did members/Unit Promote 

the Americanism essay contest? 

• Encourage support of the flag  

• amendment?  

• Promote the flag program?  

• Promote patriotic holidays? 

• Support The American Legion  

Americanism programs?  

• Promote Americanism in the  

• community?  

• How did your units and district 

promote “Star-Spangled Kids,” 

educating children and youth 

about the U.S. Constitution from 

the aspect of patriotism and 

Americanism?  

 

More program information will be in next 

newsletter 

 

This year’s Americanism essay is “How 

can we support families who provide 

care to their Veterans?” There are six 

classes and more details can be found 

on Department website: 

https://www.amlegionauxwi.org or 

contact me for more information 

 

Department: 1st place winning entry in 

each class will receive $50 from 

Department and will be forwarded to 

Central Division for further competition. 

2nd place winning entry in each class 

will receive $25 from Department and 

3rd thru 5th place winning entries in 

each class will receive $10 

. 

National: One award in each of the six 

classes will be awarded in each division. 

Winners will receive $50 and a $50 

donation in the student’s name will be 

made to the Children of Warriors 

National Presidents’ Scholarship fund. 

National winners will be posted at 

www.ALAforVeterans.org at the start of 

September. 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Bonnie Jakubczyk 

 

Way to go Fourth District! As of the 

September 29th report we are in 1st 

place with 42.52% and only need 319 

for 100%.  Keep up the great work! 

Congratulation to Unit 180 for getting 

the unit handbook for winning our first 

award of having unit officers paid and 

their list into Department. Our next 

incentive is Veteran’s Day November 11 

- Units with 1-99 members at 75%. Units 

with 100+ members at 60% will win $25. 

Right after that one is 100% for all units 

on Pearl Harbor Day $50 award. 

If you have not gotten in your officers list 

to Department, please do, so that the 

district may qualify for the Department 

awards. 

Check out the Department website 

where you can find lots of ideas and 



forms. There is a 2022 thank you note 

signed by Department President, 

Membership chairperson and a spot for 

Unit Membership chair to sign. Great 

idea to send one along with the 

members membership card. You will 

also find a certificate for membership 

years that you can fill out for your 

members. Great way to make members 

appreciated.   

Remember to fill out the Celebrate One 

Department form for every new senior or 

junior member for a chance to win $75 – 

8 winners. Transferring and rejoining 

members DO NOT count. Entry forms 

must be received at Department PRIOR 

to May 27, 2022. 

National has a 10 in 22 award for 

Members who recruit 10 new Junior or 

Senior Auxiliary members for the 2022 

membership year. One entry per 

recruiter. New members must be in 

Department Headquarters no later than 

May 23, 2022, and award form must into 

Department Headquarters by May 27, 

2022 

Remember to take pictures at your 

membership activities. 

Your Membership Team is here to help 

Bonnie Jakubczyk 414 531-7890 

Laura Calteux 414 379-2943   

Sue Hembrook 262 945-9791 

 

 

 

VA&R 
Sue Hembrook 

Due to the ongoing pandemic, most of 

our efforts at our VA Facilities are still at 

a halt.  The facilities are for the most 

part only accepting limited donations.  

The best thing for units, districts or 

individuals is to donate money.  The 

monies should be donated thru 

Department, this is so that the parties 

involved are given the proper credit and 

to ensure the monies are used toward 

the needs of the individual facilities.  Our 

VA homes and hospitals are all very 

unique unto themselves so it goes 

without saying their needs are very 

diversified.   

 

It would be a great idea if it is possible 

for your unit, to contact one of our 

reserve units to find out if any of their 

members or families need assistance.  

While they cannot give you their 

information or reveal their identity.  They 

can let you know what is needed and 

they will distribute it.  Our hospitalized 

veterans are not the only ones that need 

a helping hand.  There may be a 

veteran in your neighborhood that could 

benefit from some assistance.  Many of 

our older veterans may need a ride to 

an appointment, their lawns raked or 

snow shoveling when the time comes.  If 

you can “adopt” a veteran and their 

family in need in your area. 

 

We are an organization of support so 

let’s get out there and show it! 

 



COMMUNITY 

SERVICE 
Diana Richard 

What is Community Service? 

The purpose of the Community Service 

program is to help mobilize the 

American Legion Family, the veteran, 

the military community, and the general 

population.  

This program includes activities that 

promote economic security and offer 

assistance for veterans, active-duty 

service members, their families, and 

homeless veterans. 

There are many areas that everyone 

can promote and participate in. More 

information will come in the next 

newsletter.  

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH 
Pat Griswold 

There are many ways we can serve our 

Children and Youth, from volunteering at 

our local schools, to giving a GI Josh to 

a child of a deployed service member.   

Here are a few statistics that have been 

reported pertaining to the Children and 

Youth Program. 

 # of children and youth served – 6,218 

Hours volunteered for Legion Family 

youth activities – 1,714 

 Dollars spent on children and youth - 

$58,576 

Although these are remarkable 

numbers, there are always more 

opportunities than we may realize to 

serve others and what a precious group 

to be making a difference for!  

Some of the suggested areas we could 

contact for opportunities to contribute 

are schools, churches and food 

pantries.  

 

AUXILIARY 

EMERGENCY FUND 
Mary Pontzlaff 

 

Please watch for some ideas that you 

can do at your unit meetings to raise 

money to help our fellow Auxiliary 

members in coming newsletters. Try 

one a month and see what kind of fun 

you can have and how much money you 

can raise. 

 

Idea for October – donate a dime for 

every year that you have been an 

Auxiliary member. 

 

Bring your donations to the 4th District 

meeting in October. 
 



 

 

 

POPPY 
Donna Jensen 

 
I am looking forward to being the Poppy 

Chairman for 4th District and taking the 

opportunity to learn more about the 

Poppy Program.   

 

Some of the highlights are: 

 

Making Poppies 

Poppies are made by veterans in 

Wisconsin.  Some states have opened 

up making of poppies by others but this 

is not true in Wisconsin.  Veterans 

are paid per poppy made and many 

depend on this as part of their income. 

 

Poppy Distribution 

ALA National Poppy Day is the Friday 

before Memorial Day but poppies 

can be distributed any time of the year.  

Another popular time is near 

Veterans Day. 

 

 

Poppy Profits 

Poppies are often distributed jointly with 

American Legion Posts.  If poppies 

are jointly distributed, 20% of the net 

profits must be sent to Auxiliary 

headquarters in Portage first and the 

remaining proceeds are then divided. 

 

Poppy Contests 

The Poppy Poster contest is held in the 

Spring.  More information will be 

coming on this later in the year.  There 

are 7 levels starting with 1st grade 

and going through 12th grade and 

includes a category for special needs 

students. 

 

Miss Poppy 

There is a National Miss Poppy contest 

for junior members ages 6 – 12.  

More information on this is available on 

the Department and National websites. 

 

POPPY SHOP 
Sue Hembrook 

 

As was mentioned in the September 

newsletter, poppies are available for 

anyone wishing to purchase them.  

Please remember that our Poppy 

Program is actually three-fold, or more.  

We have only verified veterans making 

our poppies.  They do get a small 

stipend for assembling the poppies.  

This allows the veterans that are 

involved a little extra cash.  Also, the 

20% that the Department requires is 

used to help our veteran programs on a 

statewide level. 



We also do provide poppies to several 

other departments that truly support our 

commitment to the veterans involved in 

the production of our poppies.  Our 

poppies serve our veterans in many 

various ways.  Most of all they serve as 

a remembrance of their sacrifice and in 

some instances their lives or quality of 

life.  They remind us of all the freedoms 

we have because of our veterans and 

supporting the Poppy Program is a way 

of honoring their service. 

If you have any questions about 

ordering poppies or their distribution you 

can contact Department or myself. 

 

Sue Hembrook 

Poppy Shop Supervisor 

Genesuehem@wi.rr.com 

262-945-9791 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE 
 

We need all members to reach out to 

their elected officials in Washington, 

D.C. asking them to support this 

important piece of legislation.  

 

VSOS RALLY TO KEEP THE TROOPS 

TO TEACHERS PROGRAM ALIVE 

The American Legion is one of four 

veterans service organizations (VSOs) 

that joined together to stress the value 

of the Troops to Teachers program and 

to urge Congress to reauthorize funding 

for the program in the Fiscal Year 2022 

National Defense Reauthorization Act 

(NDAA). 

“We believe the value of Troops to 

Teachers cannot be understated,” the 

VSOs wrote in a joint letter to leadership 

in the House Committee on Armed 

Services. “It provides employment 

assistance to transitioning veterans, 

which aids in lowering veteran 

unemployment; it alleviates nationwide 

teaching shortages, which improves 

education quality; and it increases 

access and representation among 

traditionally less-represented groups to 

teaching careers.” 

Established in 1993, Troops to Teachers 

was designed to assist transitioning 

servicemembers and veterans to begin 

careers as educators in K-12 public, 

charter, and Bureau of Indian Affairs 

schools. The Department of Defense 

reported that the program placed over 

21,000 veteran teachers in classrooms 

since its inception. Additionally, the 

program provides counseling and 

referral services to help participants 

meet education and licensing 

requirements, as well as helps them 

secure a teaching position. Since 1993, 

more than 100,000 veterans have 

successfully transitioned to a career in 

education. 

The program was defunded with little 

notice to servicemembers as part of the 

Defense-Wide Review when the 

Department of Defense opted to realign 

program resources to higher priority 

programs more closely aligned to the 

National Defense Strategy. The 

American Legion stands firm with the 

other VSOs that this is unacceptable. 



“Allowing the Troops for Teachers 

program to sunset would go against 

America’s critical need to support our 

children’s education.” The version of the 

NDAA recently passed by the House of 

Representatives did not include funding 

for Troops to Teachers, however the 

Senate version of the bill does. 

Negotiations on the FY2022 NDAA are 

expected to continue through 

December. 

American Legion Resolution No. 21: 

Support State and National Funding for 

Troops to Teachers Program resolves 

The American Legion’s support for 

renewing funding for the Troops to 

Teachers program at both state and 

national levels. 

“We implore you to champion this 

established program and stand with 

veterans by protecting Troops To 

Teachers from termination.” 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

October 16th – ALA In The Know – 

Green Lake Unit 306 

October 23rd – ALA In The Know – 

River Falls Unit 121 

October 23rd – Post 434 is having a 

dinner from 5-7pm, cost $10 – live band 

after dinner 

October 24th – Unit 537 – Craft, vendor 

and bake sale 

October 25th – 4th District Meeting/Field 

Trip to Lake Geneva to view the Poppy 

Sculpture 

November 4th – Spaghetti Dinner – 

Greendale Unit 416 – 4:30 – 7pm 

December 4th – 4th District meeting – 

location to be determined – 10 am 

May 14th – 4th District Spring 

Conference, location TBD 

Fish Fry – every Friday at Post 434, 4-

8pm 


