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American Legion Auxiliary Mission Statement: 

In the spirit of Service, Not Self the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and 
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at 
home and abroad.  For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth and promote 
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security. 

The Monthly Unit Mailing is posted on the Wisconsin Department website under the Unit Mailing link. 
www.amlegionauxwi.org 

../11%20-%20%20%234%20Nov/08%20-%20%20%231%20August/06%20-%20%20%2310%20June/05%20-%20%20%239%20May/04%20-%20%20%238%20Apr/2018/Word%20docs/www.amlegionauxwi.org
../11%20-%20%20%234%20Nov/08%20-%20%20%231%20August/06%20-%20%20%2310%20June/05%20-%20%20%239%20May/04%20-%20%20%238%20Apr/2018/Word%20docs/www.amlegionauxwi.org


AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN 

Joanie Dickerson, President 
 

100 Years – Anchored in Service, Setting a Course for the Future! 
 
  The end of the year holidays are behind us, we have entered a new decade on 
our calendar, but our work isn’t finished. As long as our troops are deploying, our 
veterans and their families need us. Time to roll up our sleeves, take out our program 
plans of action and select activities in which our units can engage.  
 
February is Americanism month. Oratorical contests are wrapping up with state and 
regional finals in Ripon on February 8th. I pray you had the opportunity to attend a 
competition in your area. I am always amazed at the knowledge of our high school 
students. Much work goes into preparing an 8 to 10 minute oration. We can show our 
support of this important Legion program by encouraging more students to participate. 
Connect with the oratorical chairman at your local post and offer to assist next year.  
 
As you are well aware, this is an election year, and it is our duty to vote for our 
government officials. The Spring Primary is April 7th. Have you organized a “get out the 
vote” campaign in your community? Keeping in mind we are a non-partisan 
organization, we can provide information regarding the location of polling places, times 
of operation, and offer rides for people. Encouraging people to vote is in keeping with 
our commitment to promote active citizenship, but negative comments about candidates 
while engaging in ALA activities is not. Please be cautious about this while using social 
media. Our ALA social media pages should remain free of partisan comments.  
 
Did you know, The American Legion of Wisconsin sponsors an Americanism and 
Government Scholarship Test? This year, the test will be available from March 9th – 20th 
and is open to students in 10th, 11th and 12th grades enrolled in any public, private, 
parochial or home-school in the State of Wisconsin. Eleven students in each grade will 
be awarded scholarships ranging from $250 - $750. Please promote this Americanism 
program in your local area! 
 
Have you contacted your local high schools about selecting delegates to ALA Badger 
Girls State? Your active participation in the selection process helps ensure the 
candidates understand this is a leadership program, not a sports camp. Too often 
delegates are not informed prior to arrival and leave early because it is not what they 
expected. Once your delegates are selected, staying in touch with them and 
encouraging them to attend an orientation will assist them in preparing for this once in a 
lifetime educational experience.  
 
Liberty call has ended, time to get underway once again in Service, not self, for our 
Veterans, military and their families! 
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Preamble to the Constitution of  

The American Legion Auxiliary 
 

(Updated December 6, 2019) 

 

 

For God and Country, we associate ourselves together for 

the following purposes:  

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United 

States of America;  

To maintain law and order; 

To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent 

Americanism; 

To preserve the memories and incidents of our 

associations in all wars; 

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the 

community, state and nation; 

To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the 

masses; 

To make right the master of might; 

To promote peace and goodwill on earth; 

To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of 

justice, freedom and democracy; 

To participate in and contribute to the accomplishment 

of the aims and purposes of The American Legion; 

To consecrate and sanctify our association by our 

devotion to mutual helpfulness. 



 

 

 
GREETINGS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 

Executive Secretary/Treasurer – Bonnie Dorniak 
Website: www.amlegionauxwi.org Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org 

Phone: 608-745-0124                       Toll free: 866-664-3863                        FAX: 608-745-1947 
 

POPPY ORDERS:  Poppy orders were due December 15th.  Late orders will be accepted but filled after the orders 
received by the deadline have been processed and only while poppy supplies last.  If you distributed poppies in 
2019 but didn’t send your 20% poppy profit report to department, your 2020 order will be delayed until the report 
is received.  Poppy order forms and poppy profit reports are posted on the department website. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICES: The national organization will mail the final 2020 membership dues renewal 
notice by January 15th.  The notice instructs members to forward their dues directly to department headquarters 
for processing.  Members also have the option to pay their dues online at www.ALAforVeterans.org, via telephone 
at 317-569-4500, Monday-Friday, 7:00 am – 3:30 pm, or to their unit.  When a unit receives dues from members, 
they should be forwarded to department immediately using a Membership Transmittal Form.  Members who do 
not pay their 2020 dues by January 31st will lose all Auxiliary benefits and privileges of membership. 

ALA BADGER GIRLS STATE:  Unit reservation forms are due by January 27, 2020 with payments of $350 per 
delegate.  The registration deadline for delegates and alternates is April 1, 2020.  Orientations will be held between 
April and June.  Please visit www.alabgs.org for more information.  Would you like to help at ALA Badger Girls 
State?  If so, please submit a Staff/Counselor Interest Form (www.alabgs.org > About ALABGS tab).  A complete 
description of the positions and responsibilities is included.  Can’t volunteer for the week?  That’s ok!  There are 
volunteer opportunities for you, too! 

SCHOLARSHIPS:  Units that receive scholarship applications from students for certification, should verify that the 
forms have been completed correctly and all necessary attachments are enclosed before forwarding the 
applications to Education Chairman Lauren Miller by March 15th.  Please pay close attention to the application 
requirements/deadline so students are not disqualified. 

ANNUAL REPORTS:  Annual Reports were mailed to all units in November and can be accessed from the 
department website.  There are two types of reports: 

1) UNIT YEAR-END IMPACT REPORT – a numeric report that the national organization uses to report the 
Auxiliary’s impact on our military and veterans to Congress.  Every Unit President should submit a Unit 
Year-End Impact Report to the District President by April 15th.  District Presidents will consolidate this 
information and forward it to Department by May 1st.  Late reports cannot be considered. 

2) UNIT NARRATIVE REPORT – a descriptive report used to explain a unit’s activities that are not included in 
the Unit Year-End Impact Report.  Unit Narrative Reports are due to department headquarters by 
April 15th.  There is one report for each Auxiliary program.  If a unit does not work a particular program, 
simply complete the Unit information at the top of the form and leave the questions blank.  Department 
will sort and forward the reports to the appropriate program chairmen and to President Joanie Dickerson.  
President Joanie will review these reports to select units for recognition at Department Convention. 

WANTED:  DEPARTMENT FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBER – Any member with experience in accounting, finance, 
budgeting, auditing or other relevant experience is eligible to serve on the Department Finance Committee.  
Candidates need to submit a resume highlighting their experience to Department Headquarters by April 15, 2020.  
Resumes may be sent via email (preferred) to deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org or mailed to ALA-Wisconsin, Attn: 
Bonnie Dorniak, PO Box 140, Portage, WI  53901-0140.  The Department Vice Presidents will review the resumes 
and conduct telephone interviews before selecting one member to serve for a three-year term. 

CONTESTS & AWARDS:  Contests & Awards information was included in the Program Action Plans packet that was 
mailed to all units in September.  The plans are also posted on the department website.  Questions?  Please contact 
the appropriate program chairmen as listed in the mailing. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
Linda Coppock, Department Chairman 

beatrice2554@gmail.com ⬧ 920-851-5811 

 

I can see clearly now!  

I have 2020 vision for pulling up anchor and setting sail for a future of serving veterans! 
 

Happy Winter Holidays! I hope everyone had a great holiday season and enjoyed the warm weather, a little 

wet, but not too cold! 
 

Now that we have sailed into a new year, we need to make sure we are sailing smoothly with 

membership. If you have not paid your 2020 dues, you are not considered a member in good standing, which 

means you cannot vote or continue to hold a position as an officer in your unit, county, district or 

department. You may also be in jeopardy of losing your continuous membership. You will retain all those 

privileges once you have paid your dues in full.  

Unit members must really consider their duty as an officer and know paying your dues in a timely 

fashion is one of those responsibilities. Think of paying your dues the same as paying for a newspaper or 

magazine subscription. It is paid for the year in advance so there is no lapse in delivery.  When you fail to 

pay your dues, or if you are the membership person sending renewals into Department for processing, a 

delay can affect a member’s continuous membership standing, which, in turn, could make the member 

ineligible for programs like the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. This relies on three years of continuous 

membership. If a member was to need to use this program and her 2020 dues have not been paid yet, the 

member may not be eligible to receive funding. Please get any membership renewals you may be holding 

mailed in as soon as you can! Processing is much easier in batches of 10 or less as to doing a unit transmittal 

of 40 at a time!  
 

Thank you all for the memberships we do have in. The Department of Wisconsin was above 75% by 

Pearl Harbor Day, and we will receive $250.00 from National to advance the ALA mission in Wisconsin! 

Congratulations to the units from Wisconsin that were 100% by the ALA Birthday on November 10. They 

will receive $100.00 from National! Way to go Albany Unit 144, Ellsworth Unit 204, LaValle Unit 242, 

Luck Unit 255 and Coleman Unit 280. Great job! Thank you for your dedication and hard work.  I know 

other units were at 100% but were not selected. I thank you for your efforts.   
 

I would also like to acknowledge the efforts of all units that have membership rosters over 100 members 

that are above 65%. I have noticed for a few years now that these units must work harder to attain 

membership goals because of the number of members they need to contact. Hopefully the January 

Membership Notices generated from National will help get you to 85% or higher by May, setting a goal of 

getting to 100% by the June deadline of 30 days prior to state convention. I recognize the challenge you face 

to achieve your goals. I am hoping this year’s goal of only one more member will make it more attainable 

for those units struggling with larger numbers. Please don’t bail, continue to sail! 
 

I am looking forward to seeing who will be the “Notable Navigator” unit, being at or over 85% by 

February 5th.  As a reminder, the “Marvelous Mariners” (2 Units at or over 100%) will be chosen on June 3rd.   
 

Remember to contact your membership team with any questions or concerns you may have, we are here 

to help you. We are all unit members, we are all available to serve one another. This is the time of the year 

“Sailor Shout-outs” can be helpful. If you know of members that do not travel out much in winter weather, 

now is the time to give them a call and thank them for their continuous membership. If they say they really 

don’t do much for the unit, remind them that just being a member is help enough. After all, their 

membership does represent a loved one that has served our country, we should always thank them for that 

support. 
 

Are you looking forward to getting “ship shaped” and setting sail for the future? I am! We now have a 

chance to create memories for a new 100 years of service, what are we waiting for???!!!  
 

2019-2020 Membership Team: 

 

 
Becky Mueller clarenceandbecky@aol.com 920-464-0320 (c) / 920-833-6048 (h) 

Julie Muhle juneaupost15@yahoo.com 920-382-4028 

Andrea Stoltz alawi@amlegionauxwi.org 608-745-0124 x112 

Olivia Rottman Junior Representative  
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AMERICANISM 
Maggie Geiger, Americanism Chairman 

geigermaggie2@gmail.com 
 

The song “God Bless America” was written in 1918 by Irving Berlin, for his Broadway show, “Yip, Yip, 

Yaphank.” But the song was never used, and the sheet music was place in the bottom drawer of his desk, where it 

sat for 20 years. 

Kate Smith asked if Berlin could give her a patriotic song for her radio program, Berlin went to his desk 

and gave his copy of “God Bless America”, it since has become a beloved song. 

Irving Berlin grew up poor and had to leave school to help support his family, selling newspapers, and 

singing for money on the street corners of New York. By his 23rd birthday he had his first hit with many to follow. 

He wanted to express his gratitude to his country and wrote his love song to American! 

He refused to take money from the song, he donated all royalties to the Boy and Girl Scouts, for the rest of 

his life. 
 

Stories like this are what we referred to as feel good stories, stories that make you have faith in man-kind. 

As ALA members, we show our love for America by: 

• Promoting the Americanism Essay Contest 

• “I Spy” Activities 

• Saying the Pledge of Allegiance  

• Singing the National Anthem 

• Encouraging all to fly the flag 

• Folding Pocket Flags to send to soldiers serving abroad 

• Sharing and knowing flag etiquette 

• Supporting and promoting The American Legion programs 
 

These are just a few ways, we as ALA members, help promote Americanism in our communities. 

Now is a great time to reconnect with your local schools, including those children that are home schooled, Boy and 

Girl Scout troops, and community youth groups, to see if they would like to participate in the Americanism Essay 

Contest. Distribute the Americanism Essay cover sheet with the specific information now! 
 

This year’s theme is: “How can we address the health and well-being of our veterans, military, and 

their families?”  

To help instruct 3rd and 4th graders, ask how they would help veterans, some ideas could be: 

• Collecting food and clothing for VA’s or nursing homes 

• Reading to Veterans 

• Walking a Veteran’s dog 

• Send thank you notes to veterans to let them know how much they are appreciated. 
 

Help them to think outside the box, encourage them to come up with their own ideas. Remember there are 

no right or wrong answers.  

Please be sure to fill out the Americanism Cover Sheet properly and completely. Include the sponsoring 

unit, and unit number. The students name and address should be listed, not the schools or units. Please count the 

words, the word requirements for each class is listed on the Essay cover sheet, those essays that do not follow the 

essay rules, will be eliminated. Unit winners are due to Department Chairman by April 1, 2020. Essays can be 

either mailed to 155 Green Bay Road, Cedarburg WI  53012 or emailed to geigermaggie2@gmail.com. 

Thank you to those units, who sent their Mid-Year reports. Units throughout the state are working hard to 

promote the Americanism program, by giving flags to schools, educating the youth about flag etiquette, sending 

packages to our military, attending flag retirement ceremonies, promoting the Junior Americanism Patch 

program, and the Star-Spangled Kids program, to list a few. 

I look forward to receiving year-end reports from all units by April 15, 2020.  Every unit that opened 

their meetings with the Pledge of Allegiance has a report!  
 

Please feel free to contact me anytime for assistance, blessings and all the best for you in 2020 as you continue to 

promote the Americanism program. 
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AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST SUBMISSION FORM 

 

Essay Title: " How can we address the health and well-being of our veterans, military, and their 
families?"  
 

Department: 1st place winning entry in each class will receive $50 from Department and will be 
forwarded to Central Division for further competition. 2nd place winning entry in each class will 
receive $25 from Department and 3rd thru 5th place winning entries in each class will receive $10.  
 

National: One award in each of the six classes will be presented in each division. Winners will receive 
$50 and a $50 donation in the student’s name will be made to the Children of Warriors National 
Presidents’ Scholarship fund. National winners will be posted at www.ALAforVeterans.org at the start 
of September.  
 

Materials and Guidelines: The contest shall include six classes.  
Class  Grade Level  Word Requirement  
I  3 and 4  150-250  
II  5 and 6  250-300  
III  7 and 8  350-400  
IV  9 and 10  450-500  
V  11 and 12  450-500  
VI  Students with special needs  Word count should correspond with student’s grade level.  

To be completed by the Student/Parent (print clearly):  

Student name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Email address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone: _____________________________________    Word Count: __________________ 

 

School name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

School city/state: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher’s name: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Teacher’s signature: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Auxiliary Use Only (Must be completed for entry to be considered.):  

Sponsoring Unit city location & number: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Unit Americanism Chairman: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Unit winner due to Department on April 1, 2020 
 

Department: ______________ Signature of Department Chairman: _____________________________________________ 
 

Send to Maggie Geiger, 155 Green Bay Road, Cedarburg, WI 53012 
 

Department winner due to National Americanism Division Chairman by April 15, 2020 
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Department of Wisconsin 

               Christmas Gift Shop 
Diana Sirovina, sirovina@att.net 

Linda Bartell, bartelll@sbcglobal.net 
 

City sidewalks, busy sidewalks dressed in Holiday style, in the air there’s a feeling of Christmas… 
Familiar song lyrics from the wonderful old Christmas song Silver Bells written way back in 1950.  Today 
it would probably be more appropriate to say busy malls or even websites!  The meaning is the same 
either way, it was the Holiday time and we all got busy and distracted with important decisions about 
what gift we would buy for someone close to us.  Such an easy thing and we take for granted that we 
will always be able to take care of this annual task.  But what about all our veterans who now live in 
long-term care facilities?  Being able to select gifts to give their loved ones for Christmas is something 
that would not be possible without the generosity of our members.  Your donations made it possible 
this Holiday season for nearly 130 of our veterans to select gifts for their families.   
 

This year’s Christmas Gift Shop started in late October with visits to Zablocki VAMC and the Wisconsin 
Veterans Home at Union Grove.  Vice Chairman Linda Bartell, SAL Detachment Commander Bob Sirovina 
and I had the pleasure of visiting several areas at these facilities, meeting the veterans and assisting 
them in selecting great gifts for the special people in their lives.  Talking with the veterans and hearing 
some things about their family members was a wonderful experience.  The veterans were very grateful 
for all the gifts we provide, and they liked having a little company for a little while too.  Like the song 
says, hearing the snow crunch in October, or meeting smile after smile on the veterans faces, made 
memories for us that will last a long time. 
 

Once we visited all the veterans, it was time to get going on the next phase of Christmas Gift Shop 2019.  
All the gifts were ordered, and we even participated in the Amazon Smiles program, designating the ALA 
Foundation to receive the benefit of this program.  The Cudworth-Stenz-Griesell-Smith Post 449 in 
Brookfield again welcomed us for wrapping day, and the 25+ volunteers wrapped 454 gifts and prepared 
them for delivery back to the veterans because soon it would be Christmas Day.  Many thanks to our 
Auxiliary and SAL members and friends that came together to make this another very successful year. 
  
Christmas Gift Shop operates for around two months each year, but your support is needed throughout 
the year to keep this awesome and unique program funded so that our hospitalized veterans will always 
be able to select gifts for their families.  This program cannot continue without you!  Please send your 
generous donations to Portage any time you have funds available. Remember to use the Poppy Fund 
Donation form, located on the Department website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the forms tab.  
 

Thank you for all you have done and continue to do to support this great program!  Silver bells, silver 
bells, it’s Christmas time at the VA! 
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DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN 
JUNIOR SPRING CONFERENCE 

NEW Zoo and Adventure Park 
4378 Reforestation Road, Green Bay 54313 

SUNDAY JUNE 14, 2020 
 

The Junior Spring Conference will be held at the NEW Zoo and Adventure Park in Green Bay, WI on June 14th, 2020 
at 10am. There will be activities for all ages at either the Zoo or Adventure Park. The Adventure Park has ropes 
courses, a zip line and climbing wall for those that are 6 years old and older, 70 lbs or more and over 48” tall. 
Those not wishing to, or unable to attend the Adventure Course, will go to the New Zoo for a Behind the Scenes 
program. 
 
We will have our meeting to elect our new Honorary Junior Officers and discuss any other important topics at 
10 am and then the fun begins! Bring your family along for the adventure and also learn more about the 
Auxiliary and yourself. Registration of $20.00 per person includes admission, programs and lunch. If you have 
any questions, please call Laura Calteux at 414-379-2943. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
2020 JUNIOR AUXILIARY SPRING CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 

Reservation needs to be in by May 15, 2020 
 

Form submitted by (please print clearly): 
 

Name:  District #: _____  Unit #: _____ 
 

Phone #:  (           ) Email:         
 
 

(PRINT CLEARLY)    

 NAME / UNIT # 
FIRST TIME 
ATTENDEE? 

(YES/NO) 

REGISTRATION/ 
Lunch 

($20.00) 

Junior 
member 

Senior  
Member 

TOTAL 
COST 

Per Person 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

GRAND TOTALS: $ $ $ $ 

 

Total Amount Enclosed: $   
 

Please send reservation form with check payable to American Legion Auxiliary to: 
Laura Calteux 7012 W. Squire Ave. Greenfield, WI  53220 



 

 

LEGISLATION 
Char Kiesling, Department Chairman 

char.kiesling@gmail.com 

 

The Legislative Chairman was asked by Katrina Shankland, State 

Representative of the 71st Assembly District AND ALABGS alumnus, to 

assist her with a resolution commending the ALA upon the 100th 

anniversary of its founding.  I would also like to thank our Executive 

Secretary/Treasurer Bonnie Dorniak for her assistance.   

Resolution LRB 5008 was co-sponsored and duly recognized by 

the Wisconsin Legislature!   

We should be so proud of these accomplishments and 

recognition that we need to share this with our units and the public 

and “sing it from the roof tops!”  Well maybe not the slippery ones but 

I also suggest using this as a tool for membership.   

 

PLEASE, CHECK MY MONTHLY LEGISLATIVE PAGE ON THE 

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE (www.amlegionauxwi.org) UNDER THE 

MORE TAB!  
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2019 - 2020 LEGISLATURE  

LRB-5008/1 

CMH:amn 

 

 
 

2019 ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION 
 

 

1 Relating to: commending the American Legion Auxiliary upon the 100th 

 

2 anniversary of its founding. 

 

3 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary was founded on November 10, 1919, 

 

4 to support the American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by 

 

5 enhancing the lives of our veterans, our military, and their families, both at home and 

 

6 abroad; and 

 

7 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary continues to support the largest 

 

8 patriotic service organization in the nation with over 600,000 members, and the 

 

9 American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin has approximately 20,000 

 

10 members and 380 local units; and 

 

11 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary has a proud history of fighting for 

 

12 legislation to improve national security and the lives of our nation's veterans and 

 

13 military and their families; and 

 

14 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary sponsors the National Veterans 

 

15 Creative Arts Festival in conjunction with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 



2019 - 2020 Legislature 
LRB-5008/1 

CMH:amn 

 

 

 

1 (VA), showcasing the creative achievements of veterans receiving treatment at VA 
 

2 facilities through visual arts, such as painting, sculpting, and drawing, as well as 
 

3 performing arts, such as creative writing, dance, drama, and music; and 
 

4 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin supports 
 

5 initiatives to educate children and youth in the history of the United States from the 
 

6 aspect of patriotism, Americanism, and the U.S. Constitution; and 
 

7 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary provides students the opportunity to 
 

8 learn how state and national governments work through American Legion Auxiliary 
 

9 Girls State and Nation, one of the most respected and coveted experiential learning 
 

10 programs presented in the United States; by developing leadership skills, 
 

11 confidence, and an action-based understanding of the government process; by 
 

12 providing young women a lasting foundation for success, both personally and 
 

13 professionally; and by guiding young women to become knowledgeable stewards of 
 

14 freedom and democracy and patriotic citizens; and 
 

15 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin provides 
 

16 tens of thousands of dollars in scholarships each year to the youth of Wisconsin; and 
 

17 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin serves its 
 

18 community with blood drives, disaster and emergency preparedness programs, and 
 

19 other community service; and 
 

20 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary broadens a tradition that dates back 
 

21 to the early 1920s when the red poppy was adopted as the American Legion family's 
 

22 memorial flower, a symbol of the sacrifice made by the men and women who served 
 

23 and died for their country and who deserve to be remembered through the 
 

24 distribution of the red crepe-paper poppy every Memorial Day and Veterans Day and 
 

25 throughout the year; and 

- 2 - 
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1 Whereas, as members of one of the oldest and most widely recognized programs 
 

2 of the American Legion Auxiliary, they distribute millions of poppies annually to the 
 

3 public in exchange for donations that go directly to assist veterans and active duty 
 

4 military with a medical or financial need; and 
 

5 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin provides 
 

6 therapeutic rehabilitation to veterans who produce almost 500,000 handmade red 
 

7 crepe-paper poppies annually through the Poppy Shop located on the grounds of the 
 

8 Zablocki VA Medical Center in Milwaukee; and 
 

9 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin raises 
 

10 hundreds of thousands of dollars to support VA medical centers and veterans' homes 
 

11 and women veterans who are homeless or at risk of homelessness; and 
 

12 Whereas, the American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Wisconsin 
 

13 volunteers thousands of hours at VA medical centers, veterans' homes, 
 

14 community-based outreach clinics and to veterans outside VA facilities; now, 
 

15 therefore, be it 
 

16 Resolved by the assembly, the senate concurring, That the legislature, in 
 

17 recognition of the American Legion Auxiliary's ongoing commitment to community, 
 

18 state, and nation by supporting veterans and their families, does hereby commend 
 

19 the organization upon the 100th anniversary of its founding. 
 

20 (END) 
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NATIONAL SECURITY  

DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN 
Karen Degner, Chairman 

Ph: 920-918-9772 ⬧ Email: kdegner88@gmail.com 
 
 

If your Unit would like to send care packages to deployed troops, the USO has 

worldwide locations.  Your support does make a difference to those serving far from 

home. You can contact me for an address.  Emergency preparedness is something to 

think about, no matter the season.  To be prepared, find ways to make a difference and 

to learn more; go to www.ready.gov/wisconsin. 

 

Military Appreciation dates to keep in mind - April is the Month of the Military 

Child. May is Military Family Appreciation, Military Spouse Appreciation Day is the 

Friday before Mother’s Day and Armed Forces Day is the Saturday before Memorial 

Day. These are the designated days to recognize their service to our country.  Thanking 

service members and military family members is a small way to show your appreciation 

for their service. 

 

The USO of Wisconsin and Fisher House serve those in uniform and their 

families in a variety of ways.  Donations of gift cards or requested items can be sent to 

them to support their programs.  To learn more, go to: https://wi.uso.org or call 414-763-

2214.  For ways to support the Fisher House of Wisconsin, go to: www.fisherhousewi.org.  

Coupons can be mailed to overseas commissaries.  Information on this can be found on 

the Department website (www.amlegionauxwi.org) under the additional info tab. 

 

POW/MIA recognition is an important aspect of our program. Units can provide a 

POW/MIA chair and a moment of remembrance at your meetings.  

 

It seems it will be time for our end of the year reporting before long.  We 

understand that not all Units can do everything, but please complete the reports (include 

a 0 for those programs you aren’t able to participate in) and return them to the 

corresponding chairman. Help us to be a 100% reporting Department. Thank you to all 

Units that sent a mid-year report!   

 

 As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or if I can be of assistance 

to you. 

 

2020 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 

mailto:kdegner88@gmail.com
https://www.ready.gov/wisconsin
https://www.fisherhousewi.org/
www.amlegionauxwi.org


GRANTS TO HELP MISSION  
OUTREACH GROW

Established in 2007, the American Legion Auxiliary Foundation has been supporting America’s 
core values by securing additional resources to ensure the success of the American Legion 
Auxiliary’s programs and services benefiting the lives of our veterans, military, and their 
families. All funds coming into the ALA Foundation are valuable because they are distributed 
back to our units and departments. Assistance may be available to those eligible through an 
ALA Foundation grant.

Veteran Projects Fund Grants
This grant addresses a new, one-time need to support veterans, military, and their families. 
Grants are awarded up to $10,000 and the ALA entity must provide a 20% match. 

Sub Grants
Units or departments that have identified a source of funding from an organization that can 
only contribute to a 501(c)(3) non-profit, can have the ALA Foundation serve as the donation 
recipient and will forward monies to the entity according to the terms and conditions of the 
donor.

Veterans Creative Arts Festival Grants
This grant supports the physical and psychological well-being of veterans through visual and 
performing arts. Funds can be used for workshops and local competitions which feed into the 
National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Grants are awarded up to $2,500.

Mission in Action Grants
The Mission in Action grant can help ALA members be recognizable in the community for all of 
their good works by using ALA-branded materials during program delivery, including banners 
and signage. Grants are awarded up to $5,000 and your unit or department must provide a 
20% match. 

For more information or to review the ALA Foundation grant application,  
deadlines, and directions, please visit www.ALAFoundation.org or email  
ALAFoundation@ALAforVeterans.org.

© American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters. All rights reserved. 08/2018



 

 
 
 
 
 

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
STATE BOWLING ASSOCIATION 

  HOTEL INFO FOR THE GRAFTON AREA  
HOSTED BY GRAFTON UNIT 355 

MARCH 28 & 29, 2020 
APRIL 4 & 5, 2020  

  

Reservations must be made by FEBRUARY 27, 2020 
 

When booking either hotel, please indicate American Legion Auxiliary Bowling. 
 
 
 
 

Hampton Inn & Suites 
1385 Gateway Drive, Grafton, WI 53024 

Ph: 262-474-1000 
 

Standard 2 Queen for $99.00 
King studio Suite w/Sleeper Sofa for $119.00 

 

Comfort Inn & Suites 
1415 Port Washington Road, Grafton, WI 53024 

Ph: 262-387-1180 
 

2 Queen or 1 King for $139.00 
 



                                    

 

 

 

 

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY STATE BOWLING  

 

The WALASBA might not have been around for 100 years however we have been around for 45 years! 

Let’s keep it going! 

 

It’s time to anchor your team for our annual bowling tournament 

This year’s tournament is in Cedarburg at the Circle B Recreation Center 

Hosted by the Grafton Unit 355 

Dates are March 28 & 29 | April 4 & 5 

 

Entries close March 1, 2020  

 

This is a great time to meet other Auxiliary ladies from Wisconsin 

• It’s a 9-Pin Tap 

• You do not need an established average 

• It’s a four women team 

 

Who will sail away with the winnings? 

 



WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY STATE BOWLING ASSOCIATION

18TH NINE PIN TAP TOURNAMENT (45th ANNUAL TOURNAMENT)

March 28 & 29 and April 4 & 5 - 2020 ENTRY CLOSING DATE - POSTMARKED BY:

MARCH 1, 2020
100% Prize Fee Returned Circle B Recreation Center

75% Handicap - 200 Scratch 6261 State Road 60 Entry #________Date_________

Cedarburg WI 53012

The names listed below make entry in the below specified contest at the annual WALASBA Tournament and hereby agree to comply in all respects

with the rules of said torunament. The individual members are bona fide 2020 members of the Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary

WALASBA IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR PROVIDING SUBSTITUTES!

TEAM NAME UNIT CITY LOCATION UNIT #

Indicate what Events bowler is entering: Highlight or Circle your choice:

TEAM (PLEASE PRINT): TEAM SATURDAY: MARCH 28 11AM OR 2PM

$19.00 TEAM OR DOUBLES/SINGLES

1 Y        N SUNDAY: MARCH 29 9AM

TEAM OR DOUBLES/SINGLES

2 Y        N SATURDAY: APRIL 4 11AM OR 2PM

TEAM OR DOUBLES/SINGLES

3 Y       N SUNDAY: APRIL 5 9AM 

TEAM OR DOUBLES/SINGLES

4 Y       N

DOUBLES AND SINGLES: DOUBLES SINGLES ALL EVENTS If you want

$19.00 $19.00 $3.00 PER PERSON

1 Y        N Y        N Y        N Bowling $7.50

Prize $5.50

2 Y        N Y        N Y        N Expense $6.00

Total $19.00 per person per Event

1 Y       N Y       N Y       N Make checks payable to WALASBA. When two or

more teams are inter-bowling for doubles partners,

2 Y       N Y       N Y       N please be sure to send your entries together.

PLEASE PRINT COMPLETE ADDRESS & PHONE # WHERE MAIL WILL RECEIVE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION

MAIL ENTRIES TO: JENNI SYFTESTAD

Captain: Phone              205 THOMPSON STREET - VERONA WI 53593-1043

Do not write in this space:

Address: TEAM _________ DBLS__________SINGLES __________

City / ST / Zip:

Email: ALL EVENTS_____________  TOTAL PAID ____________

to enter ALL EVENTS



 
 

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY STATE BOWLING ASSOCIATION  
TOURNAMENT RULES – READ CAREFULLY 

 
1. All senior members of the Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary, holding 2020 membership card are eligible to enter the tournament under the following rules. 
2. New bowlers enter the tournament with an average of 145. 
3. Entrants allowed bowling only once per event. 
4. Everyone MUST bowl when scheduled. 
5. Entries must be accompanied by full amount of fees, $19.00 per bowler, per event.  The entry fees cannot be refunded after the entry and fees have been 

received. Hostess city entrants will be given dates and times requested, if possible; otherwise the tournament manager will assign dates and times.  NO 
hostess city entries will be refunded. 

6. No entries shall be accepted after the entry closing date. NO EXCEPTIONS 
7. All events are optional and may be entered for a $3.00 fee.  Paid all events are not transferable unless the substitute replaces original entrant in all three 

events. 
8. If a team has only 3 bowlers, only 3 scores can be used.  NO blind score will be used. 
9. This tournament will be conducted on a handicap basis of 75% of the difference between each entrant’s average and 200 pins. 
10. If a substitution is made in the doubles event the substitute must take the place of the bowler she is replacing.  NO rearranging of partners will be 

permitted in the doubles. 
11. A sub shall be allowed, if one is available, in case of disability after a game has started, in team and doubles only.  Only the actual score of the frames bowled 

shall count if a sub is not available. 
12. Bowlers entered in all three events will be so scheduled to permit them to complete competition within two days, unless they are doubled with someone who is 

bowling on another four-woman team at some other time, which prevents scheduling of these participants on same convenient dates. 
13. Teams will bowl all three games on their scheduled pair of lanes.  Doubles and Singles events with be bowled on another pair of lanes. 
14. Every bowler entered in the individual events must have at least one ball for her personal use.  No sharing balls with other bowlers.  (House balls are 

acceptable.) 
15. If a bowler is absent by the scheduled time and does not arrive by the end of the 4th frame of the 1st game, absent bowler shall forfeit the first game, but is 

eligible to bowl 2nd and 3rd game if arrival prior to the start of the 2nd game. This is for Singles and Doubles ONLY. 
16. Team Champion will receive a plaque for the winning Unit. 
17. Cash prizes will be determined upon completion of tournament, based on funds received. 
18. NO SMOKING OR DRINKING WILL BE ALLOWED IN THE BOWLERS SEATING AREA. 
19. Make sure you are watching for your turn to bowl and keep the games going.  There are other shifts for Auxiliary bowling and possible league bowling 

scheduled after our tournament. 
 

CAPTAINS 
1. Captains must check in and verify lineups 45 minutes prior to starting time. Registration will CLOSE 30 minutes before squad time. This is all necessary 

due to last minute changes. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
2. When substitutes not registered on entry blank are used, captains shall report same to Tournament Manager before entering contest and present 2020 

American Legion Auxiliary membership card of substitute. 
3. There must be a TEAM CAPTAIN FOR EACH TEAM. 

 
CONDUCT OF ANNUAL TOURNAMENT 

This tournament shall be conducted as a form of social enjoyment for all Senior members of the Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary. 
 

 

ENTRY FORMS MAY BE PHOTOCOPIED BUT NOT REPRODUCED IN ANY OTHER WAY! 



 

  

 

Red Book Corrections 
 

Pg. 16 Jennifer Grinder’s phone number – 608-495-2733 

Pg. 15 Update Lillian Bitter’s address: 712 Mansfield Court, Hartland WI 53029 

Pg. 16 Update PDP Charlotte Hoffmann’s address: Havenwood Senior Living, 3770 Emerald Drive E #210, 

Onalaska WI 54650 

 

 

DATES & DEADLINES 
Last updated 12/28/2019 

(subject to change) 

 

2020 

Feb 17, 2020 George Washington Luncheon and 

CDNVP Ruth Gott’s Official Visit 
Meyers Restaurant, Greenfield, WI 

Mar 21, 2020 
7th District Spring Conference 

Fusch Community Center 

2090 Ridgeview Drive, Reedsburg, WI 

Mar 28-29, 2020 WALASBA 9-Pin Tap Tournament Cedarburg, WI 

Apr 4-5, 2020 WALASBA 9-Pin Tap Tournament Cedarburg, WI 

May 2, 2020 6th District Spring Conference American Legion Post #364, Winneconne, WI 

May 16, 2020 5th Annual Sweat4Vets Walk Cedarburg Post to Grafton Post 

June 6, 2020 President Joanie Dickerson’s Testimonial Prairie du Chien, WI 

June 14, 2020 Junior Activities Conference NEW Zoo & Adventure Park, Green Bay WI  

June 21-26, 2020 ALA Badger Girls State UW-Oshkosh, WI 

July 16-18, 2020 Department Convention and 

NP Nicole Clapp’s Official Visit 
Appleton, WI 

Aug 28-Sep 3, 2020 National Convention Louisville, KY 

 

*updated 12/12/2019 
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