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“Army of One” was the shortest-lived recruiting slogan in US history.  It was 

meant to stress the strength of the individual. The Army dropped the slogan relatively 

quickly because they realized it was contrary to the reality that, in the army, you are 

completely reliant upon your team.  In a stressful situation, the individual can be 

overwhelmed.  He or she needs others. 

    I feel that at the recent American Legion’s 60th Annual Washington Conference, 

in Washington D.C., Mar. 8-11th, that the power of one can work but also the many can 

help get TAL Legislative Agenda and advocacy work for our Veterans, service members 

and their families done!  Because most members are reluctant to write to their 

members of Congress, the average Legislator treats each letter, call, legislative visit or 

whatever means you use to reach your Senators or Representatives, as the opinion of 

100 –200 of their constituents.  Your ONE contact carries significant weight.  This 

conference gives our organization’s leadership a chance to meet our elected officials to 

discuss our initiatives and important issues to the American Legion Family.  This is 

when the voices of many can make a huge and significant impact!  On Mon. Mar. 9th, 

we attended a ‘Know Before You Go’ presentation to inform members of the priorities 

supported by the American Legion Family.  In this meeting, we reviewed and were 

updated on all legislation that appears in the Legislative Agenda for the 116th Congress, 

which I posted in my Feb. monthly Legislative page.  We were explained processes and 

the use of the data base and ‘Voter Voice’, used to keep us updated and how it is 

possible to notify us of important issues needed to be addressed, sometimes very 

quickly!  One statistic that really made an impression and should for all...there are up 

to 3 Million perspective voices that could be heard in our organization, TAL Family!   

On Tuesday, Mar. 10th, prior to “storming the hill” all gathered for the 

‘Commanders Call’ where among others, we were able to hear from the American Dept. 

of Veterans Affairs Secretary, Robt. Wilke.  This was very informative and heart-felt.  

That afternoon I was honored to be accompanied by two of our great leaders, 

Legionnaires, Al Richards and Robert Batty to visit Wisconsin’s 6th Congressional Dist. 

Rep. Glen Grothman.  Rep. Grothman is on board for our veteran’s issues and 

understands we need his supportive and influence.    

A great tool I highly recommend to members is TAL Legislative Handbook. This 

document helps educate us in the legislative structure and points out further “Can One 

Person Make A Difference?”  As I noted previously...ABSOLUTELY!      THINK 

SPRING & THINK LEGISLATION! 

mailto:char.kiesling@gmail.com

