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So sorry this month is late!!  Like the rest of you, I have been writing my ALA 

year-end reports, making face masks for family and friends and hopefully more for 

veterans and medical personnel.  I hope all are observing safety recommendations 

and staying home as much as possible, washing hands thoroughly and frequently, 

stay apart at least 6 feet and wear a face mask.   

Last month, I traveled to Washington D.C. as your Department Legislative 

Chairman. I learned a lot and happy to pass all this info along to all of my 

Department members as much as possible!  My hope is that more members are 

checking my page but recent totals on your year-end reports are not reflecting your 

added concern for our Veteran’s Congressional issues!  I was hoping that the 

LEGISLATIVE PAGE COULD HELP INSTILL YOU TO CONNECT...by phone, 

email, letter or in-person!   

As I previously mentioned, the 116th Congress Second Session had many 

items that our American Legion was very concerned about!   

First of all, an issue I knew little about, TOXIC EXPOSURES AND BURN 

PITS:   Millions of our Veterans were exposed to toxic hazards including chemical, 

physical, and environmental and exposure pesticides, burning materials, and 

tainted water supplies.  These contaminated sources caused serious and deadly 

illness to our soldiers, even Agent Orange was a part of this as was radiation 

related diseases.  Asbestos contamination and other biological weapons were totally 

included where the VA hasn’t addressed these worries and needs of these affected 

Veterans sufficiently or effectively and certainly not in a timely manner.  Our 

Veterans continue to deal with burdens socially, financially, and physically.  

WHAT CAN CONGRESS DO?    They need to pass legislation, S.2950- 

Veterans Burn Pits Exposure Recognition Act of 2019, requiring the proper study to 

understand what chemicals veterans were exposed to, where the exposure occurred, 

and develop a list of health conditions related to the various toxic chemicals. 

LADIES OF THE ALA:  PLEASE HAVE A HAND IN ENCOURAGING 

THIS LEGISLATION TO GO FORWARD IN ANY MANNER 

COMFORTABLE FOR YOU ASAP!   

THING SPRING AND SEE YOU NEXT MONTH!! 
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